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medical knowledge. Studies have shown that 
it takes up to 17 years for important new 
knowledge to be broadly applied in medical 
practice—to move from research bench to 
bedside. Patients struggle to pay their bills 
and our country cannot sustain the growing 
costs of health care, now exceeding 17% of 
our GDP. 

Mayo Clinic believes that one answer lies 
in new models of training future physician 
leaders. Today we are taking the lead and 
announcing a bold new educational model to 
train the physicians of tomorrow. This 
model addresses the importance of delivering 
patient-centered, team-based care—the two 
essential elements of how we practice at 
Mayo Clinic. This new model will teach the 
requisite skills to design models of evi-
denced-based, data-driven care. Our experi-
ence at Mayo Clinic leads us to believe that 
this model will ensure better patient safety, 
better patient service and improved out-
comes using systems engineering, health ec-
onomics, and other disciplines. 

Mayo Clinic has expertise in this approach. 
We recently announced the opening of our 
Center for the Science of Health Care Deliv-
ery. We are redoubling our efforts to bring 
innovation into the medical school class-
room—to shape and arm physicians of the fu-
ture to be leaders in the development of new 
models of care. 

Today and together, Mayo Clinic and Ari-
zona State University are advancing this 
new discipline—the science of health care de-
livery. I am very pleased to announce that 
Mayo Clinic will expand the Mayo Medical 
School, based in Rochester, Minnesota, to 
Arizona. The branch campus we announce 
today will be known as Mayo Medical 
School—Arizona Campus. It will operate 
under the governance and oversight of Mayo 
Medical School. Each class here in Arizona 
will include 48 students. This branch will 
build on the academic excellence of Mayo 
Medical School while also reflecting the need 
for medical school curriculums to be geared 
toward training the physicians of tomorrow. 
This new medical school will be an impor-
tant pipeline for future leaders in the field of 
medicine around the nation, the world, and 
right here in Arizona. 

The students of this new campus will earn 
an MD degree from Mayo Medical School and 
a Master’s degree in the Science of Health 
Care Delivery from Arizona State Univer-
sity. This is the first medical school in the 
nation to embed the science of health care 
delivery into its four-year medical edu-
cation. Other medical schools are moving in 
this direction because they too believe this 
is the right approach. 

Today’s announcement reinforces Mayo 
Clinic’s commitment to Arizona and helps 
secure Mayo’s role as the premier academic 
medical center in the southwest. We are one 
step closer in fulfilling our commitment to 
being a beacon for clinical excellence in the 
western United States. 

Health care is about treating patients in a 
manner that delivers optimal outcomes and 
quality of life in the most efficient way pos-
sible. Well trained physicians are one of the 
centerpieces of our collective future. We’re 
excited to be here today to make this impor-
tant announcement for Mayo Clinic, for Ari-
zona, and for patients today and in the fu-
ture. We’re eager to get started and look to 
the future with great confidence. 

IN HONOR OF MR. CHARLES J. 
POPA 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 4, 2011 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor Mr. Charles J. Popa who is being hon-
ored by the Polonia Foundation on October 2, 
2011. 

Charles was born on October 19, 1925 in 
Pulaski Township, Pennsylvania. He was tak-
ing classes in high school when Pearl Harbor 
was attacked and immediately left school to 
work as an auto mechanic. Charles enlisted in 
the U.S. Marine Corps in 1943 and went on to 
serve in the Asiatic Pacific Theater; specifi-
cally in Luzon and Mindanao. Charles rose to 
the rank of sergeant before being discharged 
in 1945. 

Upon returning to civilian life, Charles began 
working in the trucking industry and trans-
ported goods such as coal and steel through-
out the Eastern United States. He retired in 
October 1982. After the War, Charles married 
Jane Stadnik on April 15, 1950. Together, they 
raised three children, Charles Jr., David and 
Susan. 

In addition to his military service, career and 
family, Charles was an active member of his 
community for decades. Just two years after 
joining the Polish Legion of American Vet-
erans in 1969, Charles became the post com-
mander, a position he held for forty years. He 
is also a member of the Roman-American Vol-
unteers, the Grand Knight of Pulaski and is a 
lifetime member of VFW Post 7538. Charles 
was honored in 1987 as the Polish Legion of 
American Veterans’ veteran of the year. In 
1998, he was recognized by the United Vet-
erans Council. 

Mr. Speaker and colleagues please join me 
in honoring Mr. Charles J. Popa and congratu-
lating him as he is recognized by the Polonia 
Foundation. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. NICK J. RAHALL II 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 4, 2011 

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, I regret that I 
was prevented from casting votes during last 
Monday night’s session due to repeated 
delays of a flight from Charleston, West Vir-
ginia, to Washington. Had I been present, I 
would have voted in support of all three meas-
ures brought before the House—H.R. 686, 
H.R. 765, and H.R. 670. 

The flight, originally scheduled to depart at 
4:50 p.m., did not leave Charleston until after 
9 p.m., more than four hours late. In that time, 
the airline offered numerous excuses—mainte-
nance, delayed flights that had backed up the 
system. Numerous alternative departure times 
were put forward and then retracted. Within 
one four-minute span, the airline emailed four 
different departure and arrival times. At mo-
ments, the arrival/departure information was 
so confused that the airplane would have had 
to violate the laws of physics in order to abide 
by the airline schedule. This is an all too often 
occurrence and often maintenance delay ex-

cuses are used to cover crew issues and/or 
other problems. 

Needless to say, all passengers were incon-
venienced and the airline’s explanations were 
wholly unsatisfactory. This flight delay pre-
vented me from carrying out my Constitutional 
duty to represent the people of southern West 
Virginia: I feel I owe them and this body an 
explanation about why that was not possible 
last night. 

I recognize that flight delays happen and 
perhaps at times no one is to blame. But, 
given how disruptive and costly delays and 
cancellations can be, travelers ought to be 
able to depend upon consistent, timely air 
service to all communities, even in rural areas. 

Rural communities depend on air service 
like any other communities. It connects us to 
the global economy. Our businesses need to 
ship their goods. Our families, workers, and 
students need to travel. We need reliable, de-
pendable air service. According to GAO, air-
ports in rural communities have higher rates of 
delays and cancellations than airports in larger 
communities. That’s simply not acceptable. 

As the Ranking Member on the Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure, I feel 
acutely aware of the transportation challenges 
this nation faces, and as I sat in that airport 
last evening—like so many other passengers 
at that airport and others across the nation— 
I was frustrated by the delay, annoyed at the 
changing excuses offered by the airline, and 
angered that I was unable to get to work on 
time. 

During all that time that I sat in the airport, 
I had plenty of time to think and to boil over 
that I was sitting there at the mercy of an air-
line whose veracity continued to come into in-
creasing doubt. But I also had time to ponder 
our work here. 

We are in a great debate in this country 
about our federal budget, while at the same 
time we are struggling to get people back to 
work and get our economic engine humming 
again. I believe that improving our transpor-
tation system has to be one of our top prior-
ities. We need to do more to ensure the effi-
cient transportation of people and goods. We 
need to stop announcing delay, after delay. 
We need to stop offering political excuses. 

Otherwise, while we hold the future of our 
citizens captive, forcing them to wait and wait, 
we will only succeed in making them more 
and more frustrated and angry. 

We had better get off our duffs, come to-
gether, and make some real progress on a 
longterm measure that will ensure improve-
ments to our transportation system and great-
er safety and reliability to business and the 
traveling public. And we had better do it soon. 
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TRIBUTE TO THE REPUBLIC OF 
CHINA’S 100TH NATIONAL DAY 

HON. JIM JORDAN 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 4, 2011 

Mr. JORDAN. Mr. Speaker, I am honored to 
join the people of the Republic of China in 
commemorating their 100th National Day this 
October 10. 

Taiwan remains one of our closest allies 
and a vital partner in peace in the region. A 
guarantor of fundamental rights to its citizens 
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